Spontaneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma: a case report and literature review.
A case of spontaneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma is reported and compared with the reports published in the English literature. Spontaneous regression of a histologically proven hepatocellular carcinoma was observed in a 42-year-old male patient with chronic hepatitis B. The patient refused to receive any medical therapy. The tumor subsequently regressed without specific treatment, as demonstrated radiologically by computed tomography 22 months and ultrasonography 24 months after initial diagnosis. We review 27 case reports of apparently spontaneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma that have been published in the English literature from 1982 to 2002. In this report, we present our unusual case and discuss possible causes of spontaneous total necrosis or regression of hepatocellular carcinoma.